Tower Grounds
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Following the demise of the famous Tower building & fairground following the fire in 1969 the Tower Grounds were left to fall into disrepair during the 1970s.
In 1976 a group of young people in the area decided to clean up the old boating lake and turn it into a couple of 5 a side pitches and lobbied the council and New Brighton Community Association to help them provide youth facilities (particularly sports) in the area.

It resulted in a vigorous campaign by the young people and adults who formed themselves into the Tower Action Group and marched on the Town Hall to petition the Mayor and members of the Council. The campaign resulted in organised games, coach trips to places of interest and regular campaigning to keep the Tower Grounds in the consciousness of local people as a recreation ground to be enjoyed for the benefit of all New Brighton residents.
Fast forward to 1989 and the remnants of that group and the New Brighton Community Association (Centre) campaigned successfully to turn part of the Tower Grounds into an 11 a side pitch complete with fencing and changing facilities. The campaign funds were raised by the Tower Action Group committee who staged annual Carnivals each June on the Tower, these events were eagerly awaited by the community and involved a tremendous amount of effort and time all given free by local residents and volunteers. The Carnival is still going strong and is now run successfully each year by the New Brighton Community Partnership.
Over the last couple of years the local New Brighton Community Centre in partnership with Wirral Council and in response to concerns expressed by local young people over the lack of Skateboard facilities in the area, successfully lobbied for further youth facilities on the grounds. Exhibitions and designs were drawn up by the young people concerned and were presented at numerous exhibitions held at the New Brighton Community Centre. The money for this came from the Fair Share lottery which paid for a new children’s playground, Skateboard Bowl & BMX Park which are all well used by the local community.
In the past concerted Community action to get things done has shown that you can achieve your dreams and aspirations by working together and the Tower Grounds as we can see is a great example of that.
Pat Hackett – Centre Manager

New Brighton Community Centre
